
Take a Walk on The Wild Side

A Tour of the Latest Spider, Unusual Form, and Sculpted Daylilies



There are six daylily forms recognized by the American 
Daylily Society:
-Single
-Double
-Polymerous
-Spider
-Unusual Form
-Sculpted.

Today we will look at the last three of these.



What is a spider?

A flower whose petal length is 
four times the petal’s width or 
more - a ratio of 4.0:1 or greater.



First, measure the longest petal at its widest point.
If this petal was 2.5cm wide, it would need to be at least 4x that in length 
or 10cm.

How is a spider measured?

Then, measure from the v where the 
petals separate on the underside of 
the bloom, gently unfolding to the 
tip of the petal.

If only they would all 
cooperate like this!!To determine the ratio, divide 

the length by the width. 
10cm divided by 2.5cm = 4cm 
or 4.0:1
 
If the length were 13.3cm and 
the width 2.7cm the ratio would 
be 4.93:1





















What is an Unusual Form?

According to the ADS Judging Daylilies in the Garden 

publication:

“Unusual Form. A more recent registration class based on 

form, its definition states: the Unusual Form class is based 

exclusively on form, not on color or color patterns. The flower 

must have distinctive petal or sepal shapes, on all three petals or 

all three sepals. Ideally, there should be a v-shaped space 

between three or more floral segments. It includes three basic 

forms: crispate, cascade and spatulate.” 



Unusual Form CRISPATE

Having pinched, twisted, or quilled floral segments



Crispate - Pinched



Crispate - Twisted



Crispate - Pinched



Crispate - Pinched



Crispate - Quilled



Crispate - Pinched



Crispate - Quilled



Unusual Form CASCADE

Having narrow, curling or cascading floral segments 
resembling wood shavings.









Unusual Form SPATULATE

Having floral segments markedly wider at the end.









What is a SCULPTED daylily?

Sculpted Form. A term used to describe three-dimensional structural features involving or emanating 

from the throat, midrib or elsewhere on the surface of the petals. Sculpted daylilies belong to one of three 

different groups.

Pleated: Petals that have a deep longitudinal crease on each side of the midrib. These creases cause 

folding of the petal upon itself creating a raised platform, extending from the top of the perianth tube 

and ending between the throat and the petal tip.

Cristate: Appendages of extra petal tissue growing from the midrib (midrib cristate) or elsewhere 

on the surface of the petal. The cristate form can occur on single and double daylilies, but by itself, 

does not make a daylily double.

Relief: Vertically raised ridges which extend from the throat and project from the petal surface. 

Ridges may grow parallel to the veins or may radiate outward from each side of the midrib. Relief 

forms have been referred to as repousse, carved and embossed.
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